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2019-2020 House Rural Development Council  

November 12 – 13, 2019 

 

Location: Plaza Arts Center 

305 N. Madison Ave 

Eatonton, GA 31024 

 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 

 

12:00-12:05  Local Welcome  

 

12:05-12:50 Rural Physician Shortages and Medical School Solutions 

 Dr. Doug Patten, Associate Dean of the Southwest Campus, Medical College of 

Georgia  

 Dr. Jean Sumner, Dean of the School of Medicine, Mercer University  

 Dr. Dolapo Babalola, Family Medicine Professor and Director of Family Medicine 

and Rural Health Clerkship, Morehouse School of Medicine 

 

12:50-1:30  Rural Center Health Care Projects  

 David Bridges, Director, Center for Rural Prosperity and Innovation 

 

1:30-2:00  Succession Planning 

 David Bridges, Director, Center for Rural Prosperity and Innovation 

 Chris Scoggins, Director of Health Policy and Operations, Georgia Rural Health 

Innovation Center  

 

2:00- 2:15  Georgia Rural Health Innovation Center  

 Debra Stokes, Executive Director, Georgia Rural Health Innovation Center 

 

2:15-2:30   Break 

 

2:30-3:15  Chronic Care Management   

 Ray Cross, President, AllHealth CHOICE 

 Juliette Simpson, Chief Strategy Officer, AllHealth CHOICE 
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3:15:3:30 Farmer Mental Health 

 Anna Scheyett, MSW, PhD, Dean and Professor, School of Social Work, University 

of Georgia  

 

3:30-4:15  Alzheimer’s Care Expansion  

 Rebecca Dillard, Project Manager, Georgia Memory Net  

 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019 

 

8:00-8:45 Community Service Board   

 Melanie Dallas, CEO, Highland Rivers Health 

 Dr. Shannon Gordon, CEO, Rivers-Edge 

 Dr. Mark Johnson, CEO, Gateway 

 Kirsten Infinger, Outpatient Director, Georgia Pines  

 

8:45- 9:30 District Health Director Perspective  

 Dr. Charles Ruis, Southwest Health District 

 

9:30-10:15 Rural Physician Shortage  

 Dr. Scott Bohlke  

 Derek Norton, Medical Association of Georgia  

 Stephanie Kindregan, MagMutual 

 

10:15-10:30 Break  

 

10:30-11:00 Georgia Statewide Area Health Education Center  

 Denise Kornegay, MSW, Executive Director 

 

11:00- 11:30  Psychiatric Residency Program Funding  

 Jim Matney, CEO, Colquitt Regional Medical Center   

 

 

Please note that the agenda is subject to change at the discretion of the chairmen.  

 

 


